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Please provide definitions and examples for the following terms - examples must be "real-world", documented - not something you made up or witnessed - and as always, when providing an example make sure you provide the information of your source material.
1. sex and gender
Sex can be defined as the biological differences between males and females. It also refers to several biological characteristics in both humans and animals. Primarily, sex is associated with the physical and physiological features which include chromosomes, gene countenance, hormone levels and function, and reproductive/sexual. Sex is usually categorized as female or male but there is a discrepancy in the biological characteristics that comprise sex and how those characteristics are conveyed (Newman, 2002). Sex is something that is assigned at birth.
Gender can be defined as the roles, behaviors, representations, and characteristics constructed by society to fit women, men, girls, boys, and other gender disparate people (Unger and Mary,1993). Gender plays a role in how people perceive themselves, how they perceive each other, how they interact and act, and the general distribution of resources and power in society. Gender exists as a continuous change of aspects and it is not confined to a binary man and woman criteria of definition. Different societies define gender and roles associated with it differently (Newman, 2002).  
Example of sex and gender
Examples that can be used to define sex include: 
The physical features of a human being or animal. Human beings and animals are termed as Male because they are born with a penis and females are born with a vagina. If one is born with both sex organs they are referred to as Intersex. Sex is assigned to any individual at birth and after looking at the two distinctive physical features of males and females (Laner, 2000).
Hormones. Both men and women have testosterone, estrogen, and progesterone. However, women have advanced levels of estrogen and progesterone, and men have upper levels of testosterone.
Examples that can be used to define gender include:
Gender tends to highlight the social and cultural role of each sex within a given society. For instance:
Who takes care of the children and who provides for the family: In most societies, women are given the role of taking care of staying at home and taking care of children born in the family while men of the other end are expected to work and provide for the family. Though this gender role is fading away with the change in cultures and traditions, most societies still believe in it (Unger, 1979) .
What clothes should be worn by which gender: The society had set it that men should not wear skirts or dresses as they are female clothes and Females should not wear men's clothes such as trousers. However, with the world becoming modern and more inclusive, we have seen this gender definition being gradually swiped off and most clothing companies are producing unisex brands.

2. Explain how gender and "sexuality" is a social construction - which sociological perspective would you use to examine these concepts?
[bookmark: _Hlk43494222]Gender and sexuality are both social constructions. The society has created the mechanisms, cultural origins, and outcomes of gender and sexuality perceptions and interactions. Society has made it look like that accepting gender roles and sexuality is an achieved status in society, therefore, motivating social behaviors. To analyze this concept, I will use the Symbolic Interactionism sociological perspective (Herek, 1986).
Symbolic Interactionism
This theory aims to understand behavior in humans by examining the critical role of symbols in their interaction. In the discussion of male and female, masculinity, and feminity, this theory is relevant. The attributes and practices of both male and female are constructed by the society, reproduced, and reinforced through our day to day interactions with each other (Henslin, 2000). For instance, when you are lost in the streets and are looking for direction, you would most probably approach a female to ask for direction rather than a male. You expect females to be more kind and helpful than their male counterparts. This approach would appeal to the attributes that society has perceived in the female gender. However, when you have heavy luggage and would need help to move from point A to B, you are more likely to ask a male to help you out as they are perceived to be strong.

3. Gender stratification
Gender stratification can be defined or referred to as the system whereby a group of gender-defined individuals experiences unequal access to basic yet very valuable social resources. A good number of gender stratification evidence is visibly highlighted in the economic as well as the social realm (Kane, 1992).
An example of gender stratification in the Economic realm is the promotion of men over women. Evidenced in major companies and business setups, women have constantly been denied promotions due to the social belief that they may not be up to the task or be productive due to their other roles as family keepers. Despite women making up a good percentage of various payroll employment, men massively outnumber them in authoritative, powerful, and, therefore, high-earning jobs. Furthermore, women who are in the paid labor force still do much of the unpaid work at home (Collins, 1993).
Another example of gender stratification in the social realm is the favors given to women over men when it comes to handling difficult or intensity required tasks. From a time in memorial, all hard and difficult tasks such as construction, lifting and pulling and other strengths needing tasks have always been assigned to men despite the possibility that women can also do these tasks. In schools' boys are expected to perform better in difficult courses while girls are allowed to try their best in these same subjects (Kane, 1992).
Other historical gender stratification scenarios include: In Canada before 1859 married women were not allowed to own property before 1953 Employers could pay women less than men for the same job position etc.


4. Sexual script - who/what social institutions are responsible for "writing" the sexual script? Be specific and provide examples - your response should include at least three (3) institutions  
Sexual script points to the aspect in which it is viewed that much of sexual behavior and attributes seem to follow a certain script. The same way the filmmakers create scripts that guide their actors on who is supposed to do what, Sexual scripts, instruct society members on what is the appropriate accepted behavior, and what to derive from certain behaviors. Certain sexual scripts are attached to the male and other to the female. Some of the social institutions responsible for writing the social scripts include: 
A. The Family institution.
The family institution is the first source of sexual scripting. Parents can undeniably be seen to socialize and treat their daughters and sons differently. For instance, just from an early age, boys are gifted with toys like cars and guns while girls are gifted with dolls and kitchen play items. When giving out domestic duties, boys are assigned duties that require strength and toughness such as clearing the lawn and taking out the garbage while girls are tasked while girls are given tasks that require neatness and care such as laundry and cooking. Sons are afforded independence earlier than girls. Fathers have stronger expectations from their sons than they are with their daughters. However, it should be noted that family institutionalized scripts vary across races, class, and religious groups (Kane, 1992). . 
B. The Learning Institution
Sexual scripting extends into the learning institutions and a reinforced once a child reaches the age of going to school. It starts with little things such as encouraging girls to take lighter courses like humanities while boys are encouraged to take sciences, math, and other hard courses. Current world teachers may also not realize that they are encouraging gender-differentiated behavior patterns, but it draws down to little acts like asking boys and girls to line up as per their gender, which ascertains that boys and girls should be differentiated. This kind of sexual scripting attributes to the gender alignment growth in both boys and girls.
C. The Media 
The media also attributes to quite a good percentage of sexual scripting. In films and other TV shows, men are given roles considered powerful while women are given lesser significant roles. In a study done on the casting of movies, it was found that male cast was more than female cast in movies produced before 2005. Television advertising and commercials also represent a differentiation between men and women. Men are represented exclusively by advertising mechanical products while women are featured advertising cooking and cleaning products (Herek, 1986).
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